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Christian and Jewish Ritual in classical and 0845-3116-01
contemporary music: Bach’s Passions, Britten’s

Requiem, Seter’s Midnight Vigil AT TN

'11DUNU
Bach'’s passions were originally conceived as part of a religious 'nanr
ceremony, and were written, at least ostensibly, as expressions 12:00-10:00
of unquestioning faith. They were also written for an Orthodox W 500 :7"NN

Lutheran community which (again, at least ostensibly) shared
this faith. Their revival a century later, however (starting with
Mendelssohn’s 1829 performance of St. Matthew Passion),
already took place in a society where Bach’s religious values
were being questioned, and in a context — a pure concert
performance — which Bach would not have envisaged. Although
the liturgical use of Bach’s passions is not unknown today,
they survive primarily as concert pieces; as such, they have
inspired sacred yet distinctly non-liturgical works.

This course will trace, both the reception and performance of
Bach'’s passions, and two 20th-century works which respond
in a more questioning manner to the religious traditions they
emerged from: Britten’s War Requiem, a celebrated work
which combines the standard text of the Latin requiem with the
anti-war protest poetry of Wilfred Owen; and Midnight Vigil by
the Israeli composer Mordecai Seter, an oratorio inspired by a
private, mystical Jewish ritual and by Jewish (predominantly
Yemenite) religious and musical traditions. Each of these works
will be examined against the backdrop of the traditions which
gaverise to it — including broad cultural and social background
which inform it, and the specifically musical traditions which
inspired it.
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