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A Midsummer Night's Dream
By William Shakespeare

1595-1596
Translated by Dori Parnes
Arabic excerpt: Hussein Ahmad Amin and Bekriah Mawasi

Therefore the moon, the governess of floods,
Pale in her anger, washes all the air,

That rheumatic diseases do abound;

And thorough this distemperature we see

The seasons alter; hoary-headed frosts

Fall in the fresh lap of the crimson rose,

And on old Hiems' thin and icy crown

An odorous chaplet of sweet summer buds

Is, as in mockery, set. the spring, the summer,
The childing autumn, angry winter, change
Their wonted liveries, and the mazed world,

By their increase, now knows not which is which.
And this same progeny of evils comes

From our debate, from our dissension;

We are their parents and original.

Titania to Oberon, A Midsummer Night's Dream 2:1

The ecological chaos that Titania depicts encapsulates the ideological and theatrical
essence of A Midsummer Night's Dream. In the heart of the forest, in the summer, at night,
in a dream, Shakespeare shows us that even when human beings think they are controlled
by nature, passion, fairies, nectar, or elixirs, they are still responsible for their fate and that
of the world in which they live.

The play probes the dialectical tensions between humanity and nature, city and forest,
passion and reason, and control and loss of control by collapsing the hierarchies and
boundaries between humans, animals, imaginary creatures, and natural forces to the
extent that it is difficult to tell who is in control of whom.

This melding manifests itself in the theatricality of the play, climaxing in the play within the
play that is put on by the mechanicals. As they prepare their play, they deliberate on what
seems to be a simple technical question, but which in fact articulates the philosophically
complex relationship between humanity and nature: how “to bring the moonlight into a
chamber.” The University Theatre's production of A Midsummer Night's Dream examines
the relations between human beings and the environment in which they perform and the
ways in which nature turns into art.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

By William Shakespeare
Translated by Dori Parnes

Director and Music Editing: Matan Amsalem

Set Design: Noa Somer Cohen

Costume Design: Ronni Burstein

Performed by 3rd-year students of the Honors Acting Program:

Hadas Epel, Sa'ad Barhum, Itamar Berfman, Daniel Hale, Atallah Tannous, Menver Yosef,
Aseel Frahat, Danielle Shapira

Director’s assistant: Danielle Braun

Producer: Ricki Assur

Chair of the Department of Theatre Arts: Dr. Sharon Aronson-Lehavi
Head of the Honors Acting Program: Yael Cramsky

Head of the Honors Program in Design: Prof. Miriam Guretzki-Bilu
TAU Theatre Producer: Galia Yoeli

Production Manager: Guy Godorov

Technical Manager: Alex Walsky

TAU Theatre Production Assistant: Paul Mimran

Carpenter: Zohar Firstenberg

Dressmaker: Galina Ilan



Maps
Noam Rabinovich

Noam Rabinovich's Maps, as the title indicates, map the intimate
relationship of the artist with his natural surroundings. Rabinovich
is a unique artist; he is a sower, a tiller of the soil, and a researcher,
who maintains an ongoing, day-to-day relationship with the plants
he cultivates and cares for. Unlike maps that are intended to
mark directions, goals, a single road to follow, Rabinovich's Maps
encourage strolling and prompt a private, sensual relationship
with the place.

Like other projects in the exhibition, which spur us to rethink
issues of ownership and belonging, Rabinovich also works
anonymous public land, but he breathes new life into it and
invests it with new meaning. The topographical lines of the
wadi (dry river bed) next to his home, Kibbutz Beit Hashitah,
interweave the drawing and mark the walking route itself.

Rabinovich's work converses with a long history of botanical
drawings yet does not portray the plant as an object. Rather,
his art is a living testimony of working the land. Rabinovich
works the paper the way he works the land. He draws and
erases, erases and draws, turns it over and over — until the
drawing contains the many, varied archeological layers that
brought it into being.

< Noam Rabinovich

Map 3
2010

Drawing in black ink,
brown ink, and colored
pencils on paper

Courtesy of the artist

Map 7
2010

Drawing in graphite
and brown ink on paper

Courtesy of the artist

Stéphane Thidet »
The Weeping Stones
2019

Site-specific
installation, five
stones, clay and water

Production: Tzvika
Kaplan, Tucan Design
Studio Ltd.

Courtesy of the artist

The Weeping Stones
Stéphane Thidet

“Plan(e)t” concludes with a work by the French artist Stéphane Thidet, The Weeping Stones.
The giant boulders hanging in the air subvert the familiar laws of gravity, while they mourn
a barren land which shows no sign of plant life or greenery. The work acts as a “wonder”; the
stones appear to be producing water from within themselves, and their endless dripping
generates an experience that is both intriguing and meditative. This work, like other works
in the exhibit, will develop and change over the months that it will be on display.

Thidet's soil is composed of powdered clay, a basic sculpting material that has served
sculptors for centuries. The dripping water sculpts the clay soil, which alternately cracks and
melds together. These cracks correspond to cracks in existing concepts regarding the natural
environment, our use of it, and its future survival.

Previous works of Thidet also dealt with the use of natural resources and the visible as well
as hidden changes they undergo at the hands of human beings, and specifically artists. One
example is his work Détournement (2018) which was executed at the Conciergerie Palace
on Ile de la Cité in the heart of Paris. In this work, Thidet diverted water from the Seine
and caused it to flow through a wooden channel into the historic building. The water's
movement altered the light and acoustics within the venerable Parisian space. At the end
of the route, the water flowed back into the Seine, which crosses Paris, such that the
"resource” in Thidet's work returned to the source from which it was taken. In the present
work, Thidet again engages with the sound of water and the subtle interplay of light and
color that his intervention brings into the gallery space.

Thidet's clear, clean esthetic creates the illusion of a comprehensible world, but as we
linger near his works, we discover that they always contain a concealed dimension, vital
yet almost invisible. The artworks express Thidet's questions about the use of resources in
ways that are poetic, dream-like, and sometimes even playful. The shaken auras produced
by the dripping water embody the passage of time, on the one hand, and its tarrying, on
the other. Likewise, the drips signal the suffering in the desiccation process that threatens
the earth.



Tropism
Liat Segal and Dr. Yasmine Meroz

We have before us a field of robotic “plants,” which traces the characteristics and behaviors
of real plants. The artist Liat Segal, known for her sophisticated use of technology, has
created giant stalks that respond to changing light in the gallery space. Similar to plants in
nature, their motion follows the light and adapts as it changes. The stalks are coated with
carbon fibers, a material which incorporates both organic and artificial qualities, imparting
to the stalks a futuristic feeling. Their motion is based on scientific data from the research
of Dr. Yasmine Meroz, who studies plants' memory and decision making — research being
conducted as part of the GrowBot project, with financing by the European Union.

This innovative collaboration between an artist and a scientist has subverted the common
notions we hold about plants. In medicine, the state called “vegetable” indicates a loss of
consciousness, thought, recognition, and ability to absorb information from the surroundings.
This approach can be traced to Aristotle’s claim that plants lack comprehension, senses,
and motion. But today we know that all this is untrue: plants respond to external stimuli
and even respond with movement. The work before us makes us aware of them as rational
beings, capable of learning, solving problems, and making decisions — beings with complex
comprehension and behavior which is not human, but not necessarily inferior to that of
humans.

"Tropism,” directional movement in response to external stimuli, challenges the familiar
hierarchy between nature and humanity. In the strange, surrealistic world that Segal has
created, the plants have grown to human proportions and move about at human speed. The
mechanical soundtrack of their movements stands in opposition to plants' calm, balanced
behavior in nature. This is a work which asks the viewer to consider changes that take
place over time, in the artificial sunrises and sunsets that illuminate the gallery and the
stalks' reaction to them. Natural plants, rooted in the ground, act as an integral element of
a wide net of species — allies and rivals. Even though plants compete for resources, they
do not fight with species that are stronger than them, and they know how to establish an
optimal balance between their need for survival and their need to protect their immediate
environment. In this sense we, human beings, have a great deal to learn from plants about
the equilibrium required for a sustainable way of life.

Liat Segal
Tropism
2020

Site-specific
installation, electronics,
mechanics, software,
cement, iron, carbon fibers

Courtesy of the artist



Amaryllis Belladonna
Relli de Vries

Amaryllis Belladonna, by Relli de Vries, is a cast stone sculpture
of the roots of an amaryllis belladonna — a mature tuber whose
roots were forced to develop within the confined container
in which it was planted. This plant appears in myths as an
historical expression of beauty, love, and longing. The young
girl Amaryllis, named after the plant (or perhaps the plant
was named after her), is the object of love in various Greek
myths and in Roman and Renaissance culture. An operatic
aria, based on the story of a man in love with Amaryllis, serves
as the soundtrack, which can be heard on the earphones
provided.

In casting the living roots into an artistic fossil, de Vries
conveys existential constraint. This fossil is a casting from
which liquid has been expropriated, and now is displaced into
a bucket of water hanging below. This work converses with
ancient practices of controlling Nature, such as that adopted
by Herod the Great, in which plants were grown in pots buried
in the ground.

Appropriation, adoption of Nature's beauty for the purposes of
self-definition, and its restraint within containers — all these
characterize processes of domestication and acculturation of
ornamental plants from Herod's time to our own. The cast of
roots created by de Vries is in fact a weight unit that expresses
these values, thereby offering a new way of thinking about
the relationship between plants and humans, between nature
and culture.

< Relli de Vries
Amaryllis Belladonna
2015

Stone casting, rope,
pulley, bucket, water
Courtesy of the artist

Soundtrack: Giulio
Caccini, Amarilli Mia
Bella (1601 or earlier),
lyrics by Giovanni
Battista Guarini,
performed by Cecilia
Bartoli (1992)

3:08 minutes

Courtesy of the Mark
Lee Greenstein Music
Library, The Buchmann-
Mehta School of Music,
Tel Aviv University

Relli de Vries »
Pollen
2020

Three-dimension film,
length: 2 minutes

Animation: Michael
Sokolov

Sound: Roni Hajaj

Courtesy of the artist

Pollen
Relli de Vries

The hero of the film by Relli de Vries is a grain of pollen, microscopic in size, which has
survived in fossilized form for thousands of years. These microscopic fossils enable the
contemporary researcher, Dr. Dafna Langgut, to regenerate ancient plant life — in this case,
Herod's royal garden in Caesarea from two thousand years ago. Identifying the species of
plants in the garden teaches us about King Herod's power and about his garden as a site
where humans gain control over Nature.

Herod's garden helped block salty sea spray and established control over the sources of
fresh-water irrigation. It took possession of Nature, as well as organized human movement
within it. Moreover, the garden was a political space reflecting imperial trading ties. A walk
through the royal garden, with its plants brought from many places, is like a symbolic walk
among worlds.

The film heralds a blooming garden to be planted during the exhibition in the gallery's
outdoor sculpture garden. The garden will convert Dr. Langgut's innovative archeological
findings into a palpable experience in the present. The film focuses on the free-floating
movement of the pollen grain, whose task is to pollinate the flower, making it a vital link
in the chain of life. These grains have particularly strong cell walls, enabling them to be
preserved for thousands of years, and their fascinating geometrical form is intended to
attract pollinating insects. Such grains surround us, although we do not normally notice
them. De Vries' film shows their complex forms and functions, identifying them as key
figures in research on ancient reproductive systems.

The garden that is to bloom in the gallery will reflect practices of pruning, cultivation in
miniature, and plant design according to models that do not necessarily suit the plant's
character. The unique scale of the Herodian garden, derived from the relationship of the
great man to the diminished nature, creates a sense that the human body contains Nature
and rules over it. This project permits us to probe the power relationships in royal botanical
structures, examine their ecological costs, and contemplate questions of future viability.



The Living Room
Onya Collective

The Living Room, created by “Onya Collective,” is a space
meant for lingering, reading, and expanding one's knowledge
on the topics of the exhibit. This green, growing area, which
hosts workshops and discussions, will continue to grow and
develop over the course of the exhibition. The installation is
built on materials existing in the gallery and its surroundings:
wood from a previous exhibit, cuttings from plants throughout
the campus, and other available materials.

The Living Room, which displays different types of habitats for
plants, demonstrates how to use simple, readily available means
to compose a green, pleasant, and abundant environment.
It suggests sustainable models of operation, to be applied
by visitors. When the exhibit closes, the components of The
Living Room will find new homes and be planted in new places,
showcasing the continuous use and reuse of resources. The
quiding values of the collective are reducing the environmental
footprint and maximizing the utility obtained in the work.

“Onya Collective” brings together architects, designers, and
social activists who are working to construct positive places
within the city, where nature and people meet. The group
designs creative urban interventions and runs artistic
community events in the field of urban ecology. Its activities
offer new ways to enjoy urban nature so as to improve the
quality of both public and private spaces.
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Planning and design:
Heela Harel and Gil
Harabagiu Cohen

Project team: Heela
Harel, Gil Harabagiu
Cohen, Carmel Yaari,
Melanie Lidman,
Shmulik Twig

Thanks to: Hagai
Goverman - Kibbutz
Mishmar Hasharon,
Avichai Brodutch -
Kibbutz Kfar Aza, and
everyone who helped
out or contributed a
jar.

Partners: Green Wall

What do we get from an apple that grows in the city?

The present food chain is polluting the earth. An apple travels from the farmer to a warehouse,
from there to the distributor, to the supermarket, to storage and refrigeration, and only then to
the consumer. This process significantly harms the fruit's quality, wastes enormous amounts
of energy, and pollutes the environment. Shipping and handling consume four times more
energy than the apple itself provides, and in effect the fruit loses up to 50% of its nutritional
value before it reaches us.

Cultivating food in the city solves all these problems. Its advantages also include: the
collaborative pleasure involved in creating green spaces in the city, cleansing of the air,
acoustical and thermal insulation, and biophilic design. Green Wall, which donated the
plants and technology to the Living Room before you, develops advanced technology to
return nature and its benefits to the city. This company offers a solution to the contemporary
problem of lacking urban land. It helps reduce the negative effects of accelerated urban
development both on human health and on the environment in general.

Green Wall cultivates ornamental and edible plants on walls, ceilings, and roofs, both inside
and outside buildings, using existing vertical surfaces to build better and more beneficial
living spaces in the city. With the aid of advanced technology, the company creates natural
systems that are easy to maintain and are economical in their use of energy and resources.
At Green Wall, using vertical cultivation produces up to five times more than any other
cultivation method in the world, providing local communities with healthy, fresh food and
minimizing environmental damage.




Promised Land
David Burns and Austin Young (Fallen Fruit)

Promised Land, a work by David Burns and Austin Young (“Fallen Fruit") is a local portrait of a
different sort: all the plants shown were photographed by the artists in the preceding months
throughout Israel, and the stuffed birds were photographed at the Steinhardt Museum of
Natural History, Tel Aviv University. The rich collage before us marks the space of the Land
of Israel as a source for the creation of culture — the region where, 6500 years ago, human
beings began to cultivate fruit trees for food — but also indicates the danger facing species
diversity in our environment. The esthetic appeal and vivid colors give the viewer a sense
of being surrounded by utter paradise. Yet, a second look reveals cracks in the esthetic
celebration with the appearance of a threatening element: birds of prey — creatures that
once were impossible to catch, but are now dead. Most of them are endangered or extinct.

Human presence appears in this work by the way nature is marked: tying up the first fruits
with a bright blue ribbon, or wrapping catalog labels around the birds' legs. This work
integrates a promise with a warning: the rainbow colors symbolize the promise that the
earth will never again experience a flood the likes of which the biblical Noah saw; at the
same time, it is humans' task to preserve this very earth. Yet man has failed at this task, and
his interference with nature has irreversible consequences. Promised Land is not just the
specific country in which we are located, but the entire planet — with its fantastic abundance
and the lurking danger it faces.

Alongside the installation, the artists created six maps of fruit trees in different Tel Aviv
neighborhoods. These “treasure maps" encourage us to rediscover our surroundings:
to go on foot, to speak with strangers, and to share edible fruits. Such fruit, according to
Burns and Young, is the ultimate gift to us from nature: if we do not eat it, it will fall to
the ground and rot. By foregrounding the fruits growing in public spaces, the artists
seek to challenge the norms of belonging and ownership and stimulate more shared,
communal networks. In a reality where people are not motivated to be physically active —
living mostly in the virtual world behind the computer keyboard — the artists invite us to look
at our surroundings with different eyes. Their works prompt us to learn how to change the
way we treat the beings who comprise our environment: plants, animals, and people.

David Burns and Austin
Young (Fallen Fruit)

Promised Land
2020

Site-specific
Installation, Custom
Fabric wallpaper,
Custom Fabric
Curtain, and hand-
drawn maps printed
on recycled paper

Courtesy of the artists



We tend to view plants as objects: in the room there is a table, a chair, and a potted plant;
outside there is a building, a bench, and a tree. Even though we know that plants are
developing beings, we mostly place them closer to the world of objects than the world of
living things — their growth rate is too slow for the human eye to observe, and our contact
with them is primarily instrumental. Plants, flowers, and trees make up the backdrop for our
lives and serve us as consumer products, primarily as food.

Yet in the reality of climate crisis, the dichotomy between nature and culture no longer suits
humanity's relations with the world. The exhibit "Plan(e)t” offers a fresh view of plants via a
series of projects which integrate scientific research with artistic endeavor. The subtitle of the
exhibit, “Plants Think, Think Plants,” declares its underlying logic: plants are “thinking” beings,
and therefore we must think of them in more complex ways than we have done up to now.
"Plan(e)t" has taken upon itself to present an original perspective of the encounter between
the animal and plant kingdoms, sharing the same territory: Planet Earth. This view is based
on the recognition that sustainable thinking must include a reevaluation of the hierarchy that
places plants on a lower rung than living beings, and humans in particular.

The artworks comprising "Plan(e)t" conceive of the plant as a cultural embodiment of the
complex relations between power and sustainability. They achieve this by relating both to the
local context and a broad historical view. A majority of the works were created specifically for
the gallery space, and most of them grow and change during the months of the exhibition.
The concepts “sustainability” and “localness” are central to the discussion that the exhibit
seeks to foster, based on the innovative cooperation that has been carried out there between
artists and researchers. The exhibit strives to confront the viewer with the limitations of
awareness that shape our relationship with our environment, its richness and our uses of it,
without giving in to the eco-centric position which entirely denies the hierarchy between
humans and all other species on the planet.

The question arises: how can one speak of plants without subjugating them to human
principles, and at the same time, without making them once again the ultimate “other"? Via
the artistic experience, the works before us form the foundation for a new stance — more
thoughtful, knowledgeable, and sustainable — towards the world we live in.

Dr. Tamar Mayer and Dr. Sefy Hendler
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